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the Church must of course remain inviolable and the
Church should strengthen her ecclesiastical organisation
by organising her laity in Catholic Action.
Such, briefly, has been the diplomatic aim of Cardinal
Gasparri, and later of the present Pope, who, however, all
through his Pontificate has gradually been making himself
more and more his own advisor; and since Cardinal
Gasparri retired and was succeeded by Cardinal Pacelli,
it has been noticeable that the Pope has gone more and
more his own way, and it might even be said that his
affection for Fascism and Mussolini is considerably greater
than that of his Secretary of State, Cardinal Pacelli.
The ox-ganisatioa that he has to deal with consists in
the first place of the College of Cardinals. Those in
important positions in the College are almost entirely
Italian, The main reason for this is of course that in the
old days the Papal States needed Italians to run them, but
also it has been considered that the Italian has a more
active and more logical brain for diplomacy and inter-
national administration than have men of other nations.
The experiment of employing the brilliant young Spaniard,
Cardinal Merry del Val, in the reign of Pius X, did not
prove a sufficient success to invite a repetition in the near
future, especially in view of the jealousy it aroused
amongst Italians.
The most important cardinal is obviously the Secretary
of State, His office is divided into three departments:
the Congregation for Extraordinary Affairs, the Secre-
tariate for Ordinary Affairs and the Chancellery of
Apostolic Briefs, The Secretary of State receives Min-
isters every week, returns all visits of foreign Royalties,
and receives every day all important visitors to the Vatican,